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"Given what a developer 
is- a conductor of sorts-
I can't think of any better 
training than the law." 
- Carl J. Montante 
Alumni Develop 
Successful Careers 
The.y are among the top builders and developers in Western New York , th eir imprint c l ea rl y stamped o n the regio n's land-
scape, from th e high-tech corridor in 
downtown Buffalo to sparkling tracts of 
homes and offices in the suburbs. Willard 
A. Genrich Sr. '38, Bernard !. Obletz '48, 
Carl J. Montante '67 and Arthur M. 
Gellman '69 have made their marks o ut-
side the practice of law, but not w ithout 
its influence. Each has bu ilt a successful 
career in construction and development 
upon a conc rete fo und ati o n of l ega l 
knowledge acquired at UB Law School. 
* * * 
A developer on the f ront lines o f Buffalo's economic renaissance, ~arl J. Montante says he prac-ticed l aw o nl y .. for about a 
week:· but nevertheless found law school 
a c ru c ial part o f his preparati o n fo r 
success. 
.. Not only was i t invaluable to be trained 
in thinking quick ly on your feet , bu t i t 
was even more effective for me to be able 
to apply the Socrati c methodology -
especially when negotiating with a client 
or lender:· 
H e learn ed his lessons well , and the 
evidence ahouncls in Wes tern New York. 
U ni land Deve lo pmen t Co . . o f whic h 
Montante is president. is one of the area's 
largest development f irms. It has a real 
estate po rt fo l io o f nearl y 4 .5 milli o n 
square feet and an occupancy rate of 97 
percent. 
T he company has transfo rmed large 
~tnd often abandoned tracts o f property 
1n to new landmarks in Buffalo and i ts 
suburbs , inc luding the Town of Tona-
wanda and Amherst . The cornerstone of 
Uniland's extensive projects is now com-
plete the 540 mil lio n University Cor-
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porate Centre in Amherst, U niland·s new 
headquarters. 
From shortly after Montante and his 
brother Tom joined to operate Unibrand 
Tire and Product Co. in the late J 960s 
until now, headquarters has been in the 
Tonawanda Industrial Center in the City 
o f Tonawanda. T he site of a former land-
fill and warehouse , it has given way to a 
complex of 16 commerci al buildings. 
And Uni land , th e develo pment firm 
M ontante formed in 1974, has given birth 
to a chain o f proj ects in the area. 
A mong Montante's most visible proj-
ec ts are th ose in the heart o f Buffalo. 
The once-blighted Elm-Oak corridor has 
been transformed into the spine for high-
tech offices and companies in Buffalo's 
Technology Campus. Northward along 
Main Street , the old Sears, Roebuck & 
Co. complex at D elavan Avenue is now a 
complex o f new o ffices surrounded by 
urban greenery . 
U niland·s d istin ct ive em phasis o n 
green spaces and trees and a campu -like 
se tti ng is more obvious in th e c ity. bu t 
it also marks the company's suburban 
proj ects. incl uding part o f the A udubon 
New Community. the 20-acre Sherida n 
M eadows Corpo rate Park , and the 32-
ac re Un iversi ty Corpora te Centre on 
Maple Road. 
Montante says o f his back ground: 
.. G i ven what a d evel o per is-a con-
ductor of sorts - I can't think o f any bet-
ter training than the law. You·re required 
to deal wi th so many different parti es . 
often at once - with lenders and clients 
and planners and public officials - and 
you have to know how to negotiate with 
each. to learn the limits of where you can 
take a project. I think legal training is 
well suited for such a process:· 
It's been apparen l that he has been a 
Carl J. Monwme, Class of 1967 
maestro in his field. Bu t j ust as impressive 
is M ontante"s commitment to the com-
munity's quality of life. Over the years. 
he has assumed major leadership roles for 
various community agenc ies and philan-
thropies. He is chairman of Sisters Hospi-
tal Foundation and a mem ber o f th e 
hospital's board. He is also a trustee 
of Canisius High School and Canisius 
College . and a member o f th e Title 
G uarantee Co. and K ey Bank of Western 
New York boards. I n 1988. he was chair-
man of the Catholic Charities campaign. 
* * * 
Bernard I_. Obletz is a clevelo.~er who bel1 eves in .. do ing more. Obletz is president o f First Am herst D eve lopmen t G roup 
and has specia lized in office and retai l 
development in Amherst. .. A mherst and 
Snyder have been a growth area o f the 
community, but we have always operated 
here on a personal basis;· Obletz says of 
his company"s proj ects. ··we know the 
people. We kn ow the community, and 
we·re proud of that:· 
That pride shows in First Amherst's 
projects. They are upscale and attractive, 
and place a premium on being compati-
ble with the surrounding environment. 
T he co mpa ny. wit h O b l e t z"s son 
Stephen as vice president, nnw owns and 
operates J7 bui ldings coveri ng more th an 
I million square feet. 
.. This has been a growing community. 
and we don·t believe in development by 
bu ilding a bunch of vani lla boxes in the 
middle of a fie ld :· Ob le tz says of h is 
development phi losophy. 
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A mong the flagship proj ets undertaken 
by First A mherst have been th e con-
version and expansion o f the Center of 
Wi lliamsvil le o ffi ce bui ld ing (t he first 
multisto ry offi ce building in Wi lli ams-
ville); Snyder Square. an elegant 11-store 
shopping mall ; Snyder Square II , a com-
panion mall in the Harlem Road-Main 
Street area; and o ffice complexes th at in-
c lude a si x-s to ry structure o n Harlem 
Road near Sheridan Drive in W ill iamsville. 
The firm . O ble tz ex plains, a ims lO 
d eve lop pr inc ipa ll y nffice space and 
specialty retailing space. ··we arc stric tly 
a private enterprise and do n·t re ly u n 
government subsid ies:· he says . 
Last yea r. the U ni ve rsit y at Buffa lo 
Foundation selec ted First Amherst to 
bui ld a 56 million retail complex It' ht' 
called T he Commons on thL' l l ni vcr· 
Bemurd I. Obletz, Class of/948 
si ty·s North Campus. Covering 40,000 
square feet, the mall will include shops, 
restaurants, conven ience stores. services 
and recreation center. Ten thousand feet 
in a second story will provide office space 
for auxiliary stud ent services . Student 
entrepreneurs will be allowed to lease 
kiosks , cart locations and small retail 
spaces . 
"The philosophy is to get as many local 
merchants involved as possible;· Obletz 
says. 
Obletz is convinced that Amherst's ex-
pansion is going to continue. ·'This is a 
growth community. and I think it will 
con tinue that way:· he says. 
ro those in law school who may he 
thinking of a futun.: in deve lopment, 
Oblct:r points to th e:: truth of an o ld adage: 
f'he lawyer who rcpn.:scnts hunsl!lf has a 
fool for a client. "From personal experi-
ence as a developer, I can tell you this 
much about the business: Better take a 
lawyer with you everywhere you go:· 
* * * 
''I believe the pr ide I have in my educatio n is shared by hundreds and thousands of other grad uates. Th is is a 
great university and a great law school -
one of the greatest in the coun try:· says 
Willard A. Genrich Sr. If anyone has the 
expertise to make such value judgmen ts. 
Genrich does. As a member and former 
chancellor of the New York State Board 
of Regents. he has exerted great influence 
on the course of public schooling in the 
state. As a member of the SUNY Board 
of Trustees. he guided development of 
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t he state unive r sity sys tem thro ugh 
periods of rapid expansion. 
Today, he takes pride in knowing that 
th e Universi ty is viewed by many as the 
new economic and philosophical center 
of Western New York. 
I n pri vate business. Genrich is th e 
president of Genrich Bui lders Inc. T he 
f irm has taken o n a num ber of com-
mercia l proj ects- including the Lord 
Amherst Motor Hotel. the new Amherst 
Post Office. the Best Western Regency 
Hotel in Hamburg. and farther afield. the 
O lger Danske Hotel on St. C ro ix. U.S . 
Virgin Islands. But Genrich Builders is 
noted foremost for its work in residential 
construction. main ly in the Amherst ' 
Snyder area. including the Smallwood 
Lakewood Livingston area and the love-
ly Hedstrom Estates development. 
Willard A. Geurich S 1:, Class of 1938 
Wh ile ma nag in g th is wid e range of 
developme nt and construc tion , Genrich 
has put equal e ffort in to public life . From 
1962 to 1973 . he was th e unsa lari ed 
director o f the New Yo rk State Highe r 
Educatio n Assistance Corp. As a board 
membe r of the state's Highe r Education 
Opportunity Program , he he lped to es-
tab lish th e Guaranteed Student Loa n 
program- a program so successful that 
it was picked up by the federal govern-
ment and has helped countless tho usands 
o f stude nts meet the ir college costs. 
In his two terms as c hancello r o f the 
Boardof Regents(from 1980to 19H5J. he 
was a major force in wri ting the dynamic 
1984 Regems Action Plan. It's that plan 
which is serving as the founda tion blue-
print fo r holstering New York State's 
public education c urriculum . 
G e nrich wo rked his way through UB 
as a beekeeper - he owned 100 hives and 
had shares in anothe r 100, and sold honey 
door-to-door a nd on consignment through 
sma ll g rocery stores. It's an in.te rest he 
con t in ues to this day- he ma intai ns 
three colonies of honeybees in the back 
ya rd of his son. Willa rd A . Genric h Jr .. 
a lso a developer. 
Gen ric h Sr. was grad uated from UB 
Law School in 1978 and was admitted to 
the bar a year late r. Afte r se rving as a 
special agent with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. he turned to a career in the 
construction business. T hat was shortly 
a fter World World War II. -
It 's a measure o f Genrich's energy that 
when he left the position of c hancello r in 
1985 (while remaining on th e Board of 
Regents l. he had just started to cunsidcr 
scaling back a work schedule that covered 
seven days and 60 to 70 hours a wee k. 
Lega l training, Genric h says, is "o ut-
standing pre paratio n for many fi elds. I t 
helps you develo p a way of thin king - a 
d iscipli ne tha t l have fo und to be a valu-
able asset. The re is no question tha t my 
legal educatio n and the ski lls 1 acquired 
in law school were importan t to my work 
as a real estate developer." 
* * * 
A rthur M. Gellman is co-cha ir-man of the Benc hmark Group. a d eve lopme nt compa n y based in Am he rst that specia l-
izes in shopping cente rs, offices a nd 
mu lti -family hous ing - bu t " primarily 
shopping centers:· according to Gellma n. 
One l)f three partners. ht' works wi th his 
Arthur M. Gellman, Class of 1969 
brother George Gellman and C larke 
Narins. 
Right now. th eir primary areas o f 
develo pment are located througho ut 
New York State. Wisconsin. Pennsylvania 
and M in nesota. M ost o f th ei r office 
buildings are located in the Buffalo area. 
while their housing projec ts are spread 
thro ughou t th e North eas tern U nited 
States. 
Benchmark G roup's most recent major 
projects in Buffalo are the renovat ion of 
th e downtown Sibley"s buildi ng. now 
called the Lafayette Court building. and 
the renova ti on o f what was rhe old 
Sibley"s building at Main and Eggert. now 
leased to Goldome Bank. They have also 
devdoped a number of shopping centers 
in the area . 
Describing his company. (.Jellman says. 
"We endeavo r to deve lo p ve ry h igh 
quality real estate. to do every thing possi-
ble to accommodate our tenants- and 
also to bui ld an organization with people 
who tru ly enjoy participating in ou r over-
all development activitY:' 
Gellman is also an officer o f Conbow 
Cor p .. a rec reational com pany th at 
special izes in bowling. 
Wh ile at UB. Gellman was a member 
o f Law Review. After he graduated. he 
practiced for on ly a short tim e. but he 
says. "I think law has proved to be a valu-
able background ... a real asset that 1 use 
on a daily basis:· 
A leader i n the Jew ish community. 
locally and nationally. Gellman says. ·Tm 
thankful that I'm in a business that gives 
me a little time. so that I can devote some 
of my energies to things outside of 
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business that I think are very important:' 
He is currentl y the chai r man of th e 
Un ited Jewish Fund campaign of th e 
Jew ish Federation of G reater Buffalo 
Inc. He also serves on the national board 
of HI AS (Hebrew Immigrant A id Society ). 
He is th e immediate past president o f the 
B'nai B'rith Hillel Foundation of Buffalo 
and serves on the board of Chabad House. 
He li ves in East A mherst with his wife. 
Susan. and fou r children. • 
